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of genius, and is rewarded as usual. In the thirty-ninth, the adventure is somewhat after the fashion of the twelfth. Harith is on ship-board, ahout to make a voyage, when a voice is heard from the shore, in the darkness, begging a passage. The stranger is taken on board, and soon informs the travellers that he has a talisman, a form of words handed down from, the prophets, which would guard them from all dangers. He repeats it, and they think it futile; but, at a port whither they are forced to put in through a storm that overtakes them, Abu Zayd finds great lamentation among the servants of a noble family on account of the long labour of their mistress in childbirth, and he writes for them a copy of verses in which the child is warned of the miseries of the world, and recommended not to come into it. This, which seems the very contrary of what the lady's case demanded, is hung round her neck, and her safe delivery follows. Abu Zayd is handsomely rewarded.
The fortieth is a quarrel between Abu Zayd and his handsome young wife, who go before the stingy judge of Tebriz, he to complain of her contumacy, she of his abuse of his conjugal rights. The contention is remarkable, not only for the fury with which they rail at each other, but for the learning they display. "I married thee," says Abu Zayd, " and found thee all that was bad. But I concealed thy faults, though if Shirin had given thee her beauty, and Zobaydeh her riches, and Bilkis her throne, and Buran her bed, and Az Zebba her kingdom, and Eabieah her piety, and Khindaf her glory, and Al Khansa her poetry on her Sakhr, I would have hated thee to be my wife." She answers, " 0 thou baser than Madir, with more vices than Abu Dulameh's mule, know